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THE INDIA-CANADA STANDOFF

What Every Counselor, Student & Parent Considering Canada Should Know

By
Ritu Wason
Founder & CEO

Educrossroads Consulting

The Nijjar Incident

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau recently said that their security
agencies were investigating allegations of a possible connection between
the death of a Canadian citizen, Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a Sikh Khalistani
separatist, and the government of India. Nijjar was fatally shot in his vehicle
three months ago near a Sikh temple in a Vancouver suburb.

The Diplomatic Standoff

Both sides have engaged in a series of retaliatory actions following Trudeau's initial statement. India responded
by accusing Canada of shifting its focus away from Khalistani separatist "terrorists” in the country and issued a
caution to its citizens in Canada, including the thousands of students studying at Canadian institutions. India
has halted the issuance of visas for Canadian nationals. Of course, engaging in such diplomatic stand-offs is
nothing new for the current Canadian PM, who has had similar engagements with Saudi Arabia and China. Yet,
the sudden and intense nature of this diplomatic dispute has caught many by surprise.

Resulting Student & Parental Anxiety

The ongoing situation between Canada and India is undoubtedly causing apprehension among individuals
awaiting their visas for temporary and permanent residency in Canada. In our office, we have been receiving
numerous inquiries from Indian parents who are worried about the well-being and safety of their children
pursuing education in Canada. While we are providing them with reassurance that the situation will eventually
stabilize, it is clear that the resolution of any anxieties and tensions largely depends on the political leadership
of both nations. As an Independent Education Consultant and the mother of a fourth-year student at UBC
Vancouver, | have been on the front lines of this issue.

Canada: One of India’s Top Study Abroad Destination

Canada has emerged as a popular destination for international students over the last few years, with over
300,000 Indian students currently enrolled in Canadian universities and colleges. We make 40% of the pie. At
the end of 2022, Canada saw 43% growth over the previous five years and nearly 170% over the last decade.
There must be a reason for such a massive upward trend. Why Canada for Indian students? The presence of a
huge Indian diaspora, quality and affordability of higher education, Co-op and work opportunities, three years
of post-graduate work permit (PGWP), availability of merit scholarships, prevalent community college system,
and above all, the possibility of permanent residency through Express Entry & Provincial Nominee programs.
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The Latest Updates (as of September 30, 2023)

For the international student community, some of the latest updates on
the situation are:

¢ India has suspended visa services to Canadians till further notice. It
does not impact the Indian students applying for study permits to the
Canadian High Commission.

e Canada has not suspended visa services to Indian students. The visas
are being approved as earlier, even for January and May intake. Fall
2024 intake timelines are further away. Besides, the students already in
Canada applying for study permit extensions, PGWP, and PR are
getting approvals as earlier.

e The Consulate General of India in Toronto has expanded its consular
services for Indian citizens in Canada. These extended services
encompass passport issuance, attestation, police clearance
certificate issuance, and passport renewal.

e Most Canadian universities have issued statements for continued
support and solidarity with Indian students amidst the diplomatic row.

¢ Several students residing in Canada have confirmed that the situation
on the ground is calm and peaceful. It is business as usual for the
residents. There have been a few reports on the protests and rallies
organized by various groups without causing any harm to the local
public. There is no threat to peace and harmony, yet India has advised
its citizens in Canada to remain cautious and take extra precautions
about their safety. The Ministry of External Affairs has advised all Indian
students in Canada to register on the link on the MEA consulate
website -_https://tinyurl.com/2kwbdurb

A note to the worried parents and students...

e Though Canadian authorities are approving the study visas on a
continuous basis, there may be some delays for the upcoming
January and May intakes, and it will be prudent to defer the
enrolments to the Fall (Sept) intake.

e Visitor visa processing may see longer processing times than usual for
the next few months. The parents may have to wait a little longer to
visit their children in Canada.

e Do not yet strike off the Canadian universities from your list. However,
consider adding a few universities from alternate destinations to keep
up the momentum in this application season.

e Students in Canada must constantly monitor the situation and avoid
any disputes or protests. Stay safe and alert as a cautionary measure.
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India: The Upper Hand?

India recognizes that it possesses a considerable advantage and has the potential to disrupt the
current situation, inflicting significant damage on Canada. If Indio-Canada relations worsen further
and India decides to limit its students from going to Canada, it could result in a serious crisis for the
Canadian higher education system (the gig economy, housing, and low-cost labor), except for the
well-funded public universities. Since international students contribute $30 billion annually to Canada'’s
economy, such a measure might also have far-reaching consequences on various sectors. The
pressing question on everyone's minds is whether this will impact the movement of students from India
to Canada and whether New Delhi will instead redirect its focus towards other destinations like the
United States, the United Kingdom, and Australia.

Staying Hopeful

The question, hence, arises that with so many factors contributing to the growth of Canada as a study
and immigration destination and, therefore, its economy, Can Canada endanger its ties with India?
Can India, with millions of Indian students and non-immigrants in the foreign territory, put a steady,
friendly relationship with Canada at stake? Let's think for a moment. It's not the first time an adverse
geopolitical situation has disrupted the diplomatic normalcy. These situations arise and are resolved
quickly. In the past, these have not impacted the mobility of students and should not be the case now.
Let's continue to hope that the situation is temporary and that there will be positive political
developments very soon. Till that time, it is, however, important to constantly monitor the status.
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FROM CONFUSION TO CLARITY:
MAKING INFORMED LOAN DECISIONS

Factors To Consider When Taking On An Educational Loan

By
Mangesh Zope
Founder, Peaceful-Loan

(L
ll“'““'”‘"l“'“'l"“uhl

| Traditional Wisdom Alert: Loans are a bad thing. But fast forward to
. 2023's EMI-fueled consumer economy, and you must ask yourself as a
parent, are educational loans really not good for you? Let’s face it, we all
work with three types of parents when it comes to studying undergrad
abroad: the business parent, the self-made professional, and the high-
need family. The financial thinking and challenges that each one faces
are different and such must be our counsel.

Mangesh Zope

Of course, securing a study loan in India to pursue education overseas can pose a formidable
challenge, primarily due to the numerous intricate terms and conditions associated with it.
Understanding the terms and conditions of education loans for study abroad is crucial to avoid
unexpected financial burdens, as counselors its our role to put the parents on the right path as they
think about these loans. Below are 8 key factors that you should be aware of when having a
conversation with parents about educational loans.

* Interest Rate: The majority of education loans typically come with variable interest rates,
making it essential to grasp the idea behind these rates. Borrowers should remain vigilant, as
financial institutions might sometimes present the interest rate as simple interest during the
moratorium period, only to switch it to a compounding interest rate afterward. It's crucial to ask
about the frequency of compounding, whether it occurs daily or monthly, as higher
compounding frequencies can significantly increase the overall cost of the loan.

* Moratorium Period: The moratorium period, which commences from the loan approval date
and extends further beyond graduation, serves the purpose of granting students a grace
period. This window of time allows them to establish themselves, secure employment, and
begin earning income before embarking on loan repayment. Nonetheless, it's important to
highlight that the majority of undergraduate students do not benefit from a moratorium period
and are required to initiate loan repayment right away. Typically, the Equated Monthly
Instaliment (EMI) applies solely to the disbursed loan amount until the final calculation cycle, a
structure that tends to be advantageous for financial institutions.

* Loan Tenure: Drawing from industry experience, we've observed that education loan durations
typically span from 6 to 8 years. From our standpoint, longer loan durations are preferable, as
long as there are no penalties for foreclosure or partial payments.
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Prepayment and Foreclosure Charges: As per the directives set by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), there are no fees for closing out or making partial early payments on education loans.
Nevertheless, it's crucial to understand that these regulations do not extend to Non-Banking
Financial Companies (NBFCs). Hence, it's imperative to ascertain the classification of your lender
as either an NBFC or a bank. One commonly misconstrued entity is HDFC Credila, which, despite
its name, is not affiliated with HDFC Bank; instead, it operates as an NBFC.

Maximum Loan Limit: The highest loan amount available can fluctuate depending on factors
like the student's chosen destination country, university, the category of the course, and the
financial stability of the co-borrower. Often, students compare their loan limits with those of
their peers and end up feeling disheartened. It's vital to understand that pledging collateral
doesn't automatically guarantee a greater loan limit. While higher limits may be attainable if
your financial situation inherently supports it, having substantial collateral but low or no income
won't necessarily secure a substantial loan. To obtain a substantial education loan, it's crucial to
maintain a solid financial track record and demonstrate a healthy income on paper.

Disbursement Frequency: Is the loan disbursement structured to match your term-specific
needs, or is it a lump-sum disbursement? In situations where students can't obtain an
education loan, some may consider alternatives like Loan Against Property (LAP) or Loan Against
Security (LAS), both of which provide the entire loan amount upfront. These loans are renewed
on an annual basis, and processing fees are incurred with each renewal.

Disbursement Recipient: Various disbursement methods encompass sending funds directly to
the university, transferring them to the co-borrower's account, or depositing them into the
student's account. When funds are disbursed to the university, there may be extra expenses
involved, such as Forex fees, which banks typically disclose at a later stage.

Covering Past Dated Payments: Banks typically accommmodate payments that are overdue by
up to the previous six months, although there's room for negotiation if the borrower's financial
standing is robust. Regarding Tax and TCS Advantages under Section 80E: Does your loan
incorporate the benefits offered by Section 80E for tax deductions and TCS (Tax Collected at
Source) advantages? It's crucial to confirm that these aspects are included in your loan
agreement. While all banks are legally obligated to provide these benefits, most Non-Banking
Financial Companies (NBFCs) assert that none of their former students have encountered
difficulties in claiming these advantages. However, it remains a somewhat uncertain area when
dealing with NBFCs.
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EXPLORING CAREERS IN THE OCEAN
SPACE - PART 1l

(Navigating Your Path to Maritime Careers)

By
Commodore (Dr) Johnsen Odakkal,
Indian Navy (Retired)

In our previous article published in June 2023, we explored the vast array
of career opportunities within the Maritime Operations and Engineering
group, showcasing the exciting roles that keep the maritime industry
afloat. Building upon that foundation, we now embark on the second part
of our journey, unravelling the intricacies of maritime career choices
within the remaining three domains: Maritime Commerce and
Management, Maritime Policy, Law, and Academia, and Ocean Sciences,
Environment, and Conservation.

Johnson Odakkal

Navigating the Business Seas

Within the maritime domain, the Maritime Commerce and Management group takes centre stage
in orchestrating the logistical symphony that drives global trade. This dynamic sector offers
careers that focus on the operational, logistical, and managerial facets of the maritime industry.
Here, we cast a spotlight on the careers that anchor this group:

* Port and Shipping Management: In this role, professionals serve as the conductors of maritime
logistics, managing the intricate operations of ports and shipping companies. They oversee the
movement of cargo, vessel scheduling, and the maintenance of port infrastructure, ensuring
the seamless flow of goods and services worldwide.

* Maritime Economics: Maritime economists dissect the economic intricacies of the shipping
and marine industry. They examine trade patterns, shipping rates, and port efficiencies, offering
invaluable insights that guide business decisions, market analyses, and policy-making within
the maritime sector.

* Marine Insurance and Surveying: These professionals are the financial guardians of the
maritime world. They assess the risks associated with shipping and maritime operations,
working for insurance companies, shipping firms, or as independent surveyors. Their expertise
safeguards shipping companies and clients from potential financial losses due to unforeseen
events.
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Maritime Logistics and Supply Chain Management: In the interconnected world of global trade,
maritime logistics and supply chain management professionals ensure the fluid movement of
goods and materials across the oceans. They meticulously coordinate shipping networks, optimise
supply chains, and oversee the complex ballet of cargo transportation, contributing to the
efficiency and cost-effectiveness of maritime operations.

Marine Tourism and Recreation: The marine tourism and recreation sector cater to those seeking
adventure and leisure on the high seas. Professionals in this field curate unforgettable experiences
for guests on cruise ships, luxury yachts, and dive centres. They prioritise safety while managing the
operations of vessels and recreational activities.

Charting the Course of Regulation and Knowledge

The Maritime Policy, Law, and Academia group plays a pivotal role in shaping the rules and
knowledge base of the maritime domain. Here, we navigate through the careers that guide
regulation, governance, and education within this group:

* Maritime Law: Maritime lawyers are the legal sentinels of the maritime world, specialising in the
intricate legal aspects of shipping, maritime operations, and international trade. They resolve
legal disputes, ensure compliance with regulations, and safeguard the rights and interests of
maritime stakeholders.

* Marine Policy and Governance: Professionals in marine policy and governance craft and
enforce policies, regulations, and guidelines that govern the maritime industry. Whether working
for government agencies, international organisations, or non-governmental organisations
(NGOs), they champion the sustainable and responsible utilisation of maritime resources.
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e Maritime Academia (teaching, research, and innovation): Maritime academia professionals
are the custodians of knowledge within the maritime industry. They serve as professors,
researchers, or innovators at academic institutions and research organisations, contributing to
the evolution of the sector through education and ground breaking research.

* Maritime Education and Training: Maritime education and training professionals are the
architects of maritime knowledge transfer. They prepare individuals for maritime careers,
serving as instructors, trainers, or curriculum developers at maritime training institutions. Their
mission is to ensure that maritime workers possess the essential skills and knowledge for their
roles.

Guardians of the Deep

The Ocean Sciences, Environment, and Conservation group is tasked with studying, preserving, and
managing the marine environment. Here, we explore the spectrum of careers within this group:

¢ Oceanography: Oceanographers delve into the physical, chemical, and biological intricacies of
the ocean. They investigate ocean currents, temperature patterns, marine life, and the impact
of human activities on the marine environment.

* Marine Biology: Marine biologists are the custodians of marine life, studying organisms, their
behaviours, and interactions within the marine ecosystem. They play critical roles in research,
conservation, and environmental management, contributing to the understanding and
preservation of marine ecosystems.

e Marine Environment and Conservation: Professionals in marine environmental science are the
frontline guardians of the marine environment. They monitor, protect, and restore marine
ecosystems, evaluating their health and devising conservation strategies. Their work ensures
compliance with environmental regulations and promotes sustainable marine resource
management.

* Marine Meteorology and Ocean Climatology: Marine meteorologists and ocean climatologists
dissect the intricate dance between weather patterns and the sea. Their expertise enhances
weather forecasting, refines climate change predictions, and bolsters maritime safety.

* Marine Geology and Geophysics: Marine geologists and geophysicists are the explorers of the
seabed and the Earth’'s crust beneath it. They engage in research, resource exploration, and
environmental monitoring, advancing our understanding of geological processes, natural
hazards, and the sustainable use of marine resources.

* Marine Renewable Energy: Professionals in marine renewable energy harness the boundless
power of the ocean, developing and implementing sustainable energy solutions such as wave,
tidal, and offshore wind energy. They work on renewable energy projects, paving the way for a
greener future with clean and sustainable energy sources.



* Fisheries and Aquaculture: Fisheries professionals are the stewards of fish populations,
managing and conserving resources while fostering the responsible development of
aquaculture. Their work ensures the preservation of healthy fish stocks and the delicate balance
between economic interests and conservation efforts.

* Marine Archaeology: Marine archaeologists embark on a journey through time, studying
human history and culture through the examination of submerged artefacts, structures, and
landscapes. They contribute to the preservation and understanding of our maritime heritage.

e Diving Industry: The diving industry encompasses underwater exploration, inspection, and
maintenance. Professionals in this field are instrumental in commercial diving, dive instruction,
underwater welding, and marine construction, contributing to various sectors such as offshore
installations and underwater infrastructure.

* Hydrography: Hydrographers navigate the depths, collecting and analysing data related to the
depth, shape, and features of the ocean floor. Their meticulous work provides crucial support for
safe navigation, resource exploration, and effective environmental management.

Navigating Your Personal Maritime Journey

When charting your maritime career path, it's essential to consider various factors. Your personal
interests, educational background, aptitudes, and career prospects should all weigh into your
decision-making process. Reflect on your passion for the ocean, the skills you possess, or are willing
to develop, and the impact you aspire to make within the maritime industry. Importantly, this
process can begin as early as middle school, offering career exploration opportunities that allow
you to discover your interests and talents.

Setting Sail Towards a Fulfilling Maritime Career

The maritime domain is a vast ocean of career opportunities, encompassing Maritime Commerce
and Management, Maritime Policy, Law, and Academia, and Ocean Sciences, Environment, and
Conservation. As you navigate this multifaceted industry, remember that this article provides an
overview of the diverse careers within the maritime domain.

However, to dive deeper into your maritime journey and gain tailored insights and guidance,
engaging with experienced professionals or maritime career advisors is crucial. With the right
choices, unwavering passion, and dedicated effort, you can embark on a rewarding voyage within
the ocean space, contributing to the sustainability and prosperity of the maritime industry. Your
maritime career, much like the sea itself, holds endless possibilities waiting to be explored.

It has been a great voyage of 39 years since November 1982 since my pre-sea training onboard
Training Ship Rajendra, till becoming an Indian Navy veteran in 2021. As a Transformation Coach
and Career Guide, | will be happy to help you understand the maritime dimension and other
opportunities much better. Reach out for more at ceo@johnsonodakkal.com.

Commodore (Dr) Johnson Odakkal is an Indian Navy veteran-turned-educator, author, and CEO at
JOI. His mission is to be an empowering voice, nurturing minds, and fostering change through faith
and education.
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HE PARALYSIS OF CHOICES: A
BU%ENT'S STRUGGLE WITH CAREER

From Uncertainty to Clarity: Navigating Career Choices

T
S
F

By

Vandana Murjani

Head of Career and College Guidance
The Emerald Heights International School

Not too long ago, a brilliant student named Nishika graced my
office, seeking not only guidance but also the key to unlocking her
most rewarding future. Beyond her stellar academic achievements,
she was a dynamo in extracurricular pursuits. She excelled in
debating, sports, Model United Nations, and held leadership roles.
However, on this particular day, the typically self-assured she
appeared unusually subdued.

Vandana Murjani

As our conversation unfolded, Nishika's internal turmoil spilled forth and she remarked, "I'm
inundated with choices. The options are overwhelming! Some counsel me to opt for a secure
profession like medical science or engineering, while my heart wants to pursue creativity through
painting and writing,” she confided, her voice trembling with uncertainty.

"Ma'am, can | truly construct a career from my creative passions?” she queried.

Nishika's struggle with the fear of missing out on career opportunities resembled an internal battle
of attrition. | sensed she was burdened by societal expectations. She harbored a profound fear of
forsaking lucrative experiences if she committed to one path at the expense of another.

| paused, drawing from the wellsprings of my own life's journey replete with trials and unforeseen
diversions. | assured her that feeling lost at her age was entirely natural. “Life does not unfold as a
linear path, Nishika; it is the experiences of today that mold the exquisite tapestry of tomorrow.”

With the passage of time, she began to realize that career choices need not be set in stone. She
could explore her interests, glean wisdom from her endeavors, and adapt her trajectory as needed.
In the end, she chose a course of study that blended the realms of science and the arts, and she
remains in contact with me to this day. Together with her parents, she discerned that life was about
forging a unique path characterized by personal growth and contentment.

In our modern era, we encounter countless souls akin to Nishika, influenced by peer pressure,

societal demands, and a veritable sea of opportunities. While these opportunities bestow immense
blessings, they also serve as sources of anxiety for our young scholars.
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The journey that she embarked upon, transcending the realms of career indecision and the fear
of missing out, stands as a testimony to the efficacy of personalized counseling and meticulously
devised strategies, which encompassed:

e Fear Management Techniques: Employing mindfulness practices, meditation, and keeping a
gratitude journal.

» Mentorship: Facilitating Nishika's connections with mentors who generously shared their own
career journeys, offering invaluable insights into the merits and demerits of their respective
domains.

e Self-Discovery Workshops: Engaging in a medley of activities within student clubs that probed
the depths of her passions and core values. Through the medium of journaling and self-
assessment exercises, she achieved profound clarity regarding her authentic interests within
the realms of STEM and the Arts.

e Career Exploration Internships: Nishika wholeheartedly immersed herself in internships and
shadowing experiences across both scientific and artistic arenas. This hands-on exposure
endowed her with pragmatic knowledge concerning potential careers within the creative
fields.

The tale of Nishika resonates as a resounding testament to the truth that each student stands as
a unique individual, and their chosen path in life ought to harmonize with their passions,
strengths, and dreams. In a world saturated with myriad choices, it remains paramount to offer
guidance that harmonizes with the individual's innermost desires and aspirations.

As counselors, it is incumbent upon us to recognize the profound importance of active listening,
the provision of support, and the implementation of strategies that nurture self-discovery. Let us
steadfastly empower our students to make informed choices, to embrace their passions while
confronting the future with self-assuredness.

Ultimately, as the day draws to a close, | derive immense joy from witnessing their satisfaction
and success.



TWO RESETS, ONE DREAM: MY JOURNEY
AS AN INTERNATIONAL STUDENT

Patience, Persistence, and Progress: Life as an International Student

By
Kewal Khatiwala
Alumni, Georgia Tech Institute of Technology

What if you had a chance to restart your life, rethink your choices, try
things that you didn't get an opportunity to try, take the correct
decisions, have a chance to turn the wrongs into rights? Most people
usually get that chance once they have paid a hefty price or once their
life crashed for good. An international student gets this golden
opportunity once when they start their journey abroad. | luckily had the
chance to restart my life twice before | got to graduate. All thanks to
Foothill, one of the many community colleges giving a second chance
to those who ask for it.

Kewal Khatiwala

The beginning:

In Indig, there is a significant emphasis given to academics where any opportunity to cultivate
any other skills is dominated by the pressure to academically excel. This leaves very little room to
show prospective colleges what kind of talent you possess and what makes you unique from the
crowd. While all around, children are toning their skills in craftsmanship, sports, and music, you
are stuck between tuitions. And when questioned ‘Tell me about yourself’, the mind goes blank
while you anxiously ruffle through your memories to find a glimmer of hope to fill this void,
wishing if you were given some time you could have fueled those sparks within and ignited the
light that distinguishes you from the crowd. This is where community college comes to the
rescue.

The first reset:

Community colleges have a very simple policy of admission if you are academically proficient
(65%>), have proof of funds to support yourself for the first academic year, and meet the
minimum English proficiency, you are admitted to the college. The bright side here is that there is
little to no competition for almost anything. Tuition is a-third to half the cost of a university and
changing major is as easy as changing a piece of paper, your |1-20. Additionally, the diversity is
vast so there can be many cultural shocks as you meet new people, but what's life without a little
thrill. These two years you can reapply for universities that rejected you or find the ones you
missed in the first place. And as you focused on building your extracurriculars, you are given
some ease by proving your college preparedness by your transcript. Community college not only
gave me hope but an opportunity to target beyond my expectations and most important of all, a
goal with a timeline to achieve it.
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Turning on the heat:

The second life reset hits pretty hard, as you move on to a more competitive university, usually

an Ivy League. For me, it was Georgia Tech, one of the best in Engineering and CS programs. But
instead of a steep climb, it feels like a trek. Transfer work in a similar manner. It helps you get a
good foundation and prepares you mentally for the challenges of a university. And when it feels
like you have reached an impasse, the best help you could get is through communication and a
network of your friends. Since everyone is in the same boat, everyone feels for each other and
helps out academically, emotionally. University also provides professional resources on campus
when things get serious. Asking for help and reaching out is the best way to progress in university.
Talk to faculty, alumni, staff, teaching assistants, any and everyone. Who knows, you might land a
job, internship, or open the door for unexpected opportunities. The thing is try to actively stay out
of your comfort zone, and explore options and this is mostly how you will build your professional
network. Time will fly by when you are eligible to graduate which is when you harness the power
of everything you have done till the moment, only to face the final hurdle.

Turning on the heat:

The second life reset hits pretty hard, as you move on to a more competitive university, usually an
lvy League. For me, it was Georgia Tech, one of the best in Engineering and CS programs. But
instead of a steep climb, it feels like a trek. Transfer work in a similar manner. It helps you get a
good foundation and prepares you mentally for the challenges of a university. And when it feels
like you have reached an impasse, the best help you could get is through communication and a
network of your friends. Since everyone is in the same boat, everyone feels for each other and
helps out academically, emotionally. University also provides professional resources on campus
when things get serious. Asking for help and reaching out is the best way to progress in university.
Talk to faculty, alumni, staff, teaching assistants, any and everyone. Who knows, you might land a
job, internship, or open the door for unexpected opportunities. The thing is try to actively stay out
of your comfort zone, and explore options and this is mostly how you will build your professional
network. Time will fly by when you are eligible to graduate which is when you harness the power
of everything you have done till the moment, only to face the final hurdle.
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Introduction: Artificial Intelligence (Al) is no longer just a buzzword; it's a
transformative force that has changed nearly every aspect of our lives.
From self-driving cars to virtual assistants, Al has become an integral
part of our daily routines. In November 2022, Chat GPT has dramatically
changed the perception of Al for the public. In only 2 months, Chat GPT
has reached 100 million users, when it needed 4 years to Google and 10
years to Netflix. The European Union has recognized the significance of Al
and has been actively investing in Al research and development through
initiatives like the European Al Strategy and the Horizon Europe program.
As Al technologies continue to advance, so do the career opportunities in
this field.

Laurent Chebassier

Academia and Research

Most engineering schools are now proposing specific Al programs and new schools specialized
in Artificial Intelligence and Data have emerged. In France, aivancity — School for Technology,
Business and Society has been launched in order to train the new generation with a unique
concept of melting Technology with Business and Ethics in order to give to the future executives a
360° view of this subject. Leading universities and research institutions across France and Europe,
including Aivancity are conducting cutting-edge research in Al, offering numerous opportunities
for researchers, professors, and postdoctoral scholars.

Startups and Entrepreneurship

Europe, including France, is home to a thriving startup scene, with many companies focusing on
Al-driven solutions. These startups offer an exciting environment for Al professionals to work on
groundbreaking projects, often with a high degree of autonomy and responsibility. Startups often
offer a fast-paced and innovative environment, where you can have a direct impact on the
development and deployment of Al technologies. As Al startups continue to attract investment,
the potential for jobs and advancement is substantial.

Multinational Corporations

Multinational corporations with a presence in Europe are actively seeking Al talent. Companies
like Google, IBM, Microsoft, and Facebook have Al research labs in Europe and are hiring Al
professionals for various roles. Additionally, they often provide resources and support for career
development, including access to advanced training and workshops. Al engineers, data
scientists, and machine learning experts are in high demand in these organizations that propose
permanent positions but also internships or apprenticeship for students studying Artificial
intelligence and Data Science.
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Government and Policy

Governments across Europe are actively promoting Al through various initiatives, including
funding, regulatory frameworks, and partnerships with industry stakeholders. As a result, there is
a growing demand for Al experts in government agencies. Professionals in this sector work on
developing ethical guidelines, ensuring responsible Al deployment, and addressing legal and
privacy concerns. This career path allows individuals to contribute to the ethical development
and regulation of Al technologies, making it a rewarding choice for those interested in the
societal impact of Al

The main impacts of Al on industries

Al has a significant impact on Healthcare and Life Sciences. In Europe, Al is being used to
accelerate drug discovery, improve patient care, and optimize healthcare operations. Al
professionals in this sector can work on projects that have a direct and positive impact on
people's lives. The Financial Industry in Europe is rapidly adopting Al to enhance risk
management, fraud detection, customer service, and investment strategies. Al professionals in
finance have the opportunity to work on complex algorithms, predictive analytics, and financial
modeling, playing a crucial role in the sector's digital transformation.

Europe is investing heavily in Autonomous Vehicles and smart transportation systems. Al
engineers and researchers are in high demand to develop self-driving cars, optimize traffic
management, and create more sustainable transportation solutions. Addressing Environmental
and Sustainability challenges is a global priority, and Al is playing a significant role in finding
sustainable solutions. Al professionals can work on projects related to climate modeling,
renewable energy optimization, and environmental monitoring, contributing to a greener and
more sustainable future.

Conclusion

The field of Artificial Intelligence in France and Europe is experiencing tremendous growth, with an
abundance of career opportunities across various sectors. Whether you are interested in
research, entrepreneurship, or working for established corporations, there is a place for you in the
dynamic world of Al. With the European Union's commitment to Al advancement and the
continuous innovation happening in the region, now is an excellent time to pursue a career in Al
in France and Europe.
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